Self-Knowledge School

Knowledge of the Human Being/Human Being and the Unseen World

Structure of the Unseen Realm and Existential Nature of Jinn in the

Cosmic Order

Analyzing the Relationship Between Humans, the Unseen Realm, and the

Existential Nature of Jinn

When we look at existence, we realize that human life is not limited to the
physical, material world. Even though we experience life bound by time, space,
and matter, no divine religion views existence as restricted to just this physical
layer. The foundation of religious knowledge—especially in Islam—is built on the
principle that alongside the material world, there is another realm: an
imperceptible, structured, and influential domain that religious texts call the

“realm of the unseen” (‘alam al-ghayb).

Examining the structure of this realm and analyzing the existential nature of jinn is
highly important because the relationship between humans and the inhabitants
of this unseen world directly influences our behavior, our choices, and how we

perceive security and spiritual threats.

The Necessity of Knowing the Unseen Realm for the Human Being

Living in the material world naturally limits our senses, meaning we only perceive
a fraction of existence. The Quran highlights this limitation and urges believers to

base their worldview on faith in the unseen [1].
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From this perspective, the unseen realm is not just an add-on to the physical
world; it is a core dimension of creation. Without it, our understanding of both

humanity and the universe falls short.

Angels—immaterial beings—perfectly illustrate this broader reality. The Qur’an
frequently mentions their constant presence, and Nahj al-Baldgha lists nearly
forty of their specific characteristics. This shows that the unseen realm is real,

structured, hierarchical, and actively interacts with human life.

Understanding the existential nature of jinn is equally essential. Unlike angels,
jinn are material yet imperceptible beings, occupying the boundary between
human experience and the unseen world. This unique position makes analyzing

them both challenging and necessary.

The Place of Jinn in the Hierarchy of Unseen Beings

While angels are entirely immaterial, jinn are material beings. Because we cannot
see them, people often make the mistake of assuming that being unseen means

being immaterial.

The Quran explicitly states that jinn were created from “nar as-samam” [2]—a
subtle substance distinct from the dense matter of our human world. This
subtlety makes them invisible to normal human senses. Still, they are very much a

part of the physical world and possess material traits.

Focusing on the existential nature of jinn is crucial here. Trying to explain them
without understanding their existential makeup can lead to false ideas about their
power, influence, and how they interact with us. In truth, the existential nature of
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jinn reveals that they are not fallen angels or forces independent of divine will.
Rather, they are beings with free will, moral responsibility, and varying degrees of

morality.

The Quran confirms that among the jinn there are believers, disbelievers, the
obedient, and transgressors. This establishes the proper framework for

understanding how humans and jinn relate to one another.

The Structure of Human-lJinn Interaction in Divine Books

Humans and jinn share key traits: Both have free will, moral accountability, and
the potential for spiritual growth or decline. Because of this, their paths
sometimes overlap. According to Islamic sources, this interaction is not a myth; it

is a real, structured relationship with strict, established boundaries.

Verse 6 of Sdrah al-Jinn offers a prime example. It describes how people in the
pre-Islamic era (Age of Ignorance), when faced with fear, sought refuge in jinn
leaders, hoping for protection from dangers. The Quran explains that this did not

keep them safe; instead, “they only increased them in rebellion” (fa-zadihum

rahaqa) [3].

Analyzing this verse brings us back to the existential nature of jinn. Because jinn
have free will and moral flaws, seeking refuge in them means surrendering your
autonomy to a being of equal or lesser rank. Spiritually and intellectually, this
degrades human dignity and independence. The verse makes it clear: Human-jinn
interactions are strictly regulated, and crossing God's boundaries only results in

harm.



https://al-islam.org/commentary-suratul-jinn-naser-makarem-shirazi
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The Human Relationship with Imperceptible Beings
A common question is: if Jinn are material, why can't humans see them?

The answer lies in their existential nature. The substance making up the jinn is so
subtle that human senses cannot detect it. Much like radio waves are real but
invisible without a receiver, jinn exist on a layer of the world that can only be

perceived through a form of unveiling or by divine will.

This also defines the boundary between us and unseen beings. Humans have a
specific physical and psychological makeup, and our ability to interact with the
unseen is limited by God. Because of this, many narrations strongly condemn

trying to contact jinn, warning of the spiritual and moral dangers involved.

Turning to jinn means abandoning divine protection to enter a risky, insecure
domain. Such actions stem from ignorance about the laws of the unseen world

and a flawed understanding of the existential nature of jinn.

Anyone who seeks power, protection, or knowledge from jinn is effectively
surrendering part of their free will to a lower-ranking being that is also prone to

weakness, error, and limitation.

The biggest mistake in this dynamic is assuming jinn are superior. The Quran
teaches that humans actually have higher existential potential. This is exactly why
Satan and his allies rely purely on temptation to mislead us—they do not have
the power to force our actions. By design, humans occupy an elevated position

and can only be led astray through deception, not compulsion.
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The Need to Distinguish Between Angels and Jinn

Distinguishing between angels and jinn is a vital topic in Islamic epistemology.
Angels are completely immaterial, lacking base desires or lust, so they never sin.
Jinn, however, have a material nature and possess faculties and inclinations just
like humans do. This shows that while both belong to the unseen realm, their

existential structures and roles are entirely different.

Studying the existential nature of jinn reveals that their subtle material makeup
gives them limitations much like our own. They are not absolutely superior forces,
controlling powers, or beings possessing independent creative authority.
Establishing this boundary is key to stopping superstition, as most misconceptions

about jinn come from ignoring this very distinction.

The Continuous Presence of Jinn and Satan in Human Life

Religious texts confirm that jinn and Satan are a constant presence in our lives—
not as mythical creatures, but as part of the human moral test. Iblis, the most
malicious of the jinn, remains close to humans, whispering and tempting us
whether we are awake or asleep. Crucially, this does not mean jinn have
unlimited power. It simply sets the stage for our spiritual trials. The difference
between us and jinn shines here: Humans, using their intellect and free will, are

fully capable of rejecting these temptations.

Once more, the value of understanding the existential nature of jinn is clear.
Grasping their true existential limits allows us to view their and power influence

realistically, without any exaggeration.
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The unseen realm is a very real dimension of existence. Without acknowledging it,
we only see the universe's absolute surface. Angels represent completely
immaterial beings, while jinn represent subtle material beings. Analyzing the

existential nature of jinn yields several key takeaways:

- Jinn are real and have a defined status in the order of creation.

- They are material, though made of a subtler substance than human matter.

- They possess free will, moral accountability, and varying levels of morality.

- Human interaction with them is limited and regulated.

- Seeking refuge in jinn brings rebellion and misguidance.

- Understanding this framework is vital for properly grasping the unseen realm.

Ultimately, a sound understanding of our relationship with the unseen—
especially jinn—requires an accurate grasp of the existential nature of jinn. This
knowledge protects us from superstition, exaggeration, and irrational fear, while

highlighting humanity's true, elevated place in the system of creation.
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